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ROLE TITLE   Youth Outreach Worker  
LOCATION    South Melbourne and outer suburbs 
SALARY    $30-$35 per hour 
EMPLOYMENT STATUS  Casual 10-20 hours per week  
COMMENCEMENT   July 2019 to March 31st 2020 (fixed term with possible extension) 
POSITION REPORTS TO  RoboBus Program Manager 
CONTACT    Ms Yen Siow 
PHONE/EMAIL   0409589026 or email yen@fatherbobs.com 
CLOSING DATE   ASAP  
 
Position 
An opportunity exists for a Youth Outreach Worker to join the RoboBus Team to deliver 
projects and programs which address the identified needs of children in STEAM education 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Maths). Qualifications in Youth work, Social work or 
similar is desirable but not essential and we would welcome teachers and community 
workers who can demonstrate experience in this area. 
The successful applicant will demonstrate youth and community development skills; be able 
to engage and build strong relationships with a diverse range of children to enhance their 
learning in STEAM education; develop, facilitate and coordinate a flexible and creative range 
of youth and community led projects; be aware of the gender issues in an educational 
setting; and have personal alignment with the Father Bob Maguire Foundation’s mission.  It 
is a requirement that the successful applicant will have or be willing to apply for a medium 
rigid vehicle licence to be able to drive the RoboBus to various schools and centres. Funding 
will be provided for the successful application of a medium rigid vehicle licence. 

 
Selection Criteria  
1. Demonstrated capacity to utilise relevant community experience with supporting children 
and teenagers with social and educational needs, their families and community in a learning 
context.  
2. Understanding of, or the ability to acquire an understanding of STEAM education and its 
positive impact on children 
3. Ability to provide a range of flexible programs and activities which successfully engage 
and support children and teenagers  
4. Ability to work effectively and autonomously as a member of a small team 
5. Possess a current Working with Children Check  
6. An essential requirement of this position is to have or obtain a medium rigid licence (to 
assist in driving the RoboBus to various locations) 
7. Volunteer management skills and teaching skills will be highly regarded  
 
Application requirements 
Applicants should provide a CV with 2 current referees, a cover letter and a separate document 
addressing the selection criteria. Email to yen@fatherbobs.com by 4:00pm Wednesday 10th July 2019 
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History & Purpose 
 
Father Bob became the Parish Priest of South Melbourne (Part of the City of Port 
Philip) in 1972. During this time, South Melbourne and the suburbs surrounding it 
were populated mainly by working class and disadvantaged people. The City also had 
the highest density of public housing and an undereducated and under-skilled popu-
lation. He felt he needed to address this issue. While maintaining the church for Cath-
olics who had wanted a safe place to practice their faith, he transformed the parish 
into a secular hub and general gathering place as there were no other alternatives in 
the area.  
 
His philosophy for the community was to open up a space for all who are in need of 
material aid, food, accommodations and education. This was a huge challenge for one 
man. He built up a parish volunteer base, which eventually led to him starting a secular 
organisation free of the constraints of the Roman Catholic Church and which allowed 
him to engage with the locals on a secular, humanitarian basis.  
 
At the same time as Fr Bob was engaging with locals, he started noticing an ever grow-
ing problem of young people sleeping rough – also known as the Street Kids. He there-
fore founded an organisation called The Open Family Foundation specifically to ad-
dress this problem. These Street Kids eventually became known as Children of the 
Night as street prostitution became a form of survival for the children.  The Open Fam-
ily Foundation grew to a national foundation and allowed the issues to be given the 
spotlight, prompting interventions from the State and Federal governments to create 
and fund more youth services to address these issues.  
 
With the City of Port Phillip becoming increasingly gentrified, whilst still having the 
highest density of public housing, Fr Bob realised that more than ever the public hous-
ing residents needed to have access to the services he was providing and some of 
these services were also requiring further expansion. The Father Bob Maguire Foun-
dation was subsequently founded in 2003. Father Bob and some of his long-term co-
workers had since built a great rapport with multi-generations of the disadvantaged 
people in the area. These relationships are ones that are built on trust and have ena-
bled the Foundation to further support young people in pursuing further education 
and or apprenticeships and improving their opportunities and pathways through life.  
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The RoboBus Project 
 
The Father Bob Maguire Foundation has recently begun a new initiative to address 
the problems of Digital Poverty within marginalised communities.  Digital Poverty has 
been defined as the inability to access, understand, use and innovate with technology 
in a meaningful and productive way due to financial, social and or personal difficulties.  
In Australia there are currently no mobile youth bus services that encourage, facilitate 
and advocate for STEAM education.  STEAM stands for Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Arts and Math.  We believe RoboBus will address some of the learning gaps faced 
by marginalized children.  We are currently running a number of pilot sessions for 
children living at the Park Towers housing commission flats, Skinner’s Adventure Play-
ground (an inner city playground for disadvantaged children), at the local libraries and 
for at risk teenagers from St Kilda Police and Citizen’s Youth Club (PCYC) and will have 
successfully reached over 200 children for STEAM education since starting in April 
2019. 
 
Our experience has shown that children from marginalized backgrounds have a high 
degree of interest and curiosity in learning STEAM however they lack resources, guid-
ance and understanding on how to use technology appropriately.  Research indicates 
that children living in poverty are 6 times more likely to not pursue further education 
and face twice as many health and substance abuse issues by the time they reach 
adulthood.  Horace Mann (1848), the father of the common school said that “educa-
tion, then beyond all other devices of human origin, is the great equalizer of the con-
ditions of men, the balance wheel of social machinery” and it deserves public invest-
ment at the local, state and national level. 
  
The RoboBus is currently being refitted to be transformed into an engaging mobile 
classroom for STEAM education and we expect the bus to be ready by July 15th 2019. 
The IMDA Lab on Wheels bus in Singapore has successfully reached over 50,000 
people for STEM education and we are anticipating a similar impact with RoboBus. 
Please view https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CU80hxMPE6I 
 
We currently have confirmed sessions with the following centres for term 3: 
10.30am to 1.30pm Weekly Friday at South Melbourne Park Primary School 
10.45am to 12pm Weekly Saturday at Skinners Adventure Park Playground  
12.30pm to 1.30pm Fortnightly Saturday at Park Towers Community room  
 
We expect there to be lunch time sessions at various public schools, youth detention 
centres and community centres from July onwards. 


